Columbia 35285 Millard Road

SOiI & Water St. Helens, OR 97051 www.columbiaswed.com
Conservation District Ph: 503.433.3205

Minutes of the
Columbia SWCD Board of Directors
Meeting January 20, 2021

Directors Present: SBWC:
Jason Busch, Chair Dana Pricher, Council Coordinator
Debra Brimacombe, Director Emily Martin, Restoration Projects
Jeff Van Natta, Treasurer Manager
Bill Eagle, Secretary
Dave Freytag, Director (via Zoom) SWCD Staff:

Nathan Herr, District Manager
Other: Jennifer Chavez, Outreach
Sonia Reagan, OSU (via Zoom) Coordinator

CALL TO ORDER OF ANNUAL MEETING: 4:01 PM

o Annual Report and Audit: The Board received a copy of the 2019-2020 Annual Report and a
copy of the Audit for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2020. Deb asked about the comments in the
Financial Highlights. Brief discussion was held.

Motion: Eagle/Van Natta to accept the Annual Report and audit. Approved motion passed by
unanimous vote.

Motion: Eagle/ Van Natta to approve closing the Annual Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING: 4:10 PM

o Qath of Office for Newly Elected Directors: Jason Busch administered the oath of office to
Dave Freytag, Bill Eagle, and himself.

o Election of Officers:
o Jason called for nominations for Secretary. Jeff nominated Bill as Secretary.
Motion: Jason cast a unanimous ballot for Bill Eagle to be Secretary. Motion Approved.
o Jason called for nominations for Treasurer. Bill nominated Jeff.
Motion: Jason cast a unanimous ballot for Jeff Van Natta to be Treasurer. Motion Approved.
o Jason called for nominations for Vice Chair. Bill nominated Debra for Vice Chair.
Motion: Jason cast a unanimous ballot for Debra Brimacombe to be Vice Chair. Motion Approved.
o Jason called for nominations for Chair. Bill and Jeff nominated Jason as Chairman.
Motion: Jason cast a unanimous ballot for himself to be Chairman. Motion Approved.

Prior Month’s Minutes: Bill mentioned that he would like to receive the minutes sooner.
Motion Brimacombe/Eagle to approve the Minutes from 12-16-20. Approved Motion passed by
unanimous vote.
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Financial Report: Motion Van Natta/Eagle to accept financial Report from 12-31-20. Approved
Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Bills to Pay: Motion Van Natta/Eagle approve to pay the bills. Approved Motion passed by
unanimous vote.

BILLS TO PAY (US Bank) January 15, 2020
Expenditure Splits

Ck # Payee Memo Amount CSWCD GRANT
2653 | Pershing LLC Retirement Payment $2,770.14 $2,770.14 $0.00
2654 | Ash Creek Clatskanie Floodplain Maintenance $912.00 $0.00 $912.00
2655 | Bemis Printing Printing and mailing of 2021 calendar $14,425.20 $14,425.20 $0.00
2656 | Country Media Annual Meeting Notice in Chronicle $17.05 $17.05 $0.00
2657 | David Evans Apiary Project $6,526.50 $0.00 $6,526.50
2658 | Deer Island Nursery Plants for Clatskanie Floodplain $1,354.00 $0.00 $1,354.00
2659 | Native Plantscapes NW Plants for Hazel Road Small Grant $832.50 $0.00 $832.50

Network of Watershed
2660 | Councils LCRWC Dues $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
2661 | SBWC Plants for Hazel Road Small Grant $1,678.90 $0.00 $1,678.90
2662 | US Bank Visa Charges 12/03/20 — 01/04/21 $2,710.91 $2,710.91 $0.00
2663 | Jennifer Heidrich Janitorial services December 2020 $480.00 $480.00 $0.00
SUBTOTALS >>>>>>>> $31,907.20 $20,403.30 $11,503.90
TOTAL REQUESTS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $31,907.20
PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment
REPORTS

SBWC (Scappoose Bay Watershed Council)

Dana introduced Emily, adding that she began working part-time with the council in July and is now
working as their Restoration Projects Manager. Emily explained her background of 4 years working
within natural resources and restoration. Dana mentioned that Emily also has a pesticide license,
allowing her to make recommendations though the council plans to still hire out for large treatment
projects.

Dana provided project updates for Raymond Creek and Veteran’s park, as well as an enhancement
project at Nob Hill Nature Park. She added that the Council plans to focus more on outreach,
workshops, and volunteer events this year, as well as updating the business plan. Discussion was held.
Dana also encouraged the Board to familiarize themselves with the area of Liberty Hill as the mining
permit process is moving forward and will open soon for public comment.

LCRWC (Lower Columbia River Watershed Council)

Emily attended LCRWC’s recent meeting, mentioning that they are currently working about 9-13
different projects. Discussion was held regarding Tide Creek. Emily also mentioned that the council is
interested in pursuing a lamprey project. Brief discussion held.

Dana and Emily left at 4:45 PM.

SWCD Staff

Jennifer explained that new outreach efforts are being explored and looked into. Nathan added that a
well-established outreach program is one of the District’s goals this year. Deb mentioned that she
would help write articles for the local newspapers. Discussion was also held regarding a volunteer
program.
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OLD BUSINESS
o RCPP (Regional Conservation Protection Plan): Nathan explained that there are new
complications arising. An environmental assessment (EA) was completed to meet the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements for all projects under the RCPP
however, the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) has a specific document to
be completed for each individual project which is causing a delay on the fish passage
project. Discussion was held.

e Zone 1/5 Vacancy: Nathan explained that Sonia is interested in joining the Board as the
Zone 1 director. Sonia introduced herself and expressed her interests in natural resources
and joining the SWCD Board, as well as her friendship with Randy Bergman. Discussion was
held.

Motion: Eagle/Van Natta to appoint Sonia as the Zone 1 Director. Approved Motion passed by
unanimous vote.
Nathan added that there is a virtual Board and new Director training in early February for
anyone interested.

NEW BUSINESS
e COVID-19 Emergency Leave Policy Extension: Nathan explained that the previous policy
expired today and the extension is to March 31.
Motion: Eagle/Brimacombe to approve extending the Leave Policy through March 31, 2021.
Approved Motion passed by unanimous vote.

e Perkins Creek: Nathan provided an update on this fish passage project in Clatskanie. The
old culvert was placed to force the creek to move at a right angle at Olson Road which has
caused numerous flooding events across the road. He explained that there was a meeting
with the partners last Monday to discuss solutions, but that there are many difficulties.
Discussion was held. Bill recommended speaking with the commissioners. Brief discussion.

REPORTS (Cont.)
BOARD

-Jeff mentioned that he had surgery a few weeks ago and is looking forward to his upcoming
vacation. Brief discussion held.

-Deb provided a brief update on the Dalton Lake project, mentioning that there are currently
mosquitofish in the lake that she believes is of concern if the lake is opened for salmon access. Brief
discussion held.

Eagle/Brimacombe moved to adjourn meeting
MEETING ADJOURNED 5:56 PM

Respectfully Submitted by:

Jennifer Chavez

Jennifer Chavez, Outreach Coordinator
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