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tributed labor and GreenWood Resources Inc. contributed some 
of the materials for the large wood placement, and also agreed 
to perform future monitoring of the site. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
handled all federal permitting for the project and the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife performed fi sh salvage.

In addition to the predicted ecological benefi ts of this project, 
there were economic advantages for the local community as well.  
The project was designed by Lower Columbia Engineering and 
implemented by a local construction company, Kynsi Construc-
tion.  All of the large wood purchased for use in restoring in-
stream habitat came from Columbia County and all of the native 
plants were purchased in Vancouver, Wash.  

The restoration plan included the elimination of the two fail-
ing tidal gates that disconnected 35 acres of the property from 
the other 10, as well as from Westport Slough, and prevented 
fi sh  passage. The plan also called for the restoration of Tandy 
Creek to its original state, reconnection of fl oodplains, creation 

of off-channel habitat, improvement of in-stream habitat with 
large wood placements, and restoration of the native plant 
community.  Agency workers believed that all of these actions 
would result in improved rearing and refuge habitat for juvenile 
salmon as well as quality habitat for many other wildlife species, 
including waterfowl, neotropical and songbirds, beavers, reptiles, 
amphibians, and deer.

The project was completed in the summer of 2013, with the 
exception of the planting phase.  Managers state that there are 
approximately 30,000 trees as well as an abundance of herba-
ceous plants that still need to be planted.  With the natural 
hydrology of the site restored, faulty tidal gates removed, and 
landowners who are committed to the project’s future success, 
Louisiana Swamp is expected to become a sanctuary for many 
wildlife species struggling to survive in a landscape dominated by 
human manipulation.

“Louisiana Swamp”
Clatskanie, Oregon
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